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of revelation. If the study of nature reveals facts not
in accordance with the Bible records, the question is
immediately raised in what sense the Bible records are
to be understood. There was, however, wisdom in
Bishop Sprat's proposal for at least a temporary
divorce. The student of nature must be free. As a
mere physical student, he has nothing to do with the
physical science of the Bible. He has nothing to do,
as Bacon justly said, even with final causes* He has
not to inquire for what end anything exists, but
simply how it exists. It is true that no well-developed
mind can stop here. But when a man comes to the
Bible or to teleology he becomes a theologian, and
ceases to be a mere student of nature. Every man,
however, has his choice whether he shall merely
collect facts, or if he shall also reason from his facts.

It might be objected to the Archbishop of York's
lecture that the lecturer is blaming the scientific men
of the present day for not combining theology with
natural science. He seems to be asking them to enter
on a province which they wish to avoid, until at least
they have proceeded further in their inquiries. He is
blaming Bacon, Spinoza, Bishop Sprat, and many
devout Theists and Christians, for pursuing natural
studies in the spirit of pure science. If we want a
verdict from scientific men, it is surely not desirable
that they should give it until they are prepared to
give it. It is absolutely necessary that the freedom
of science be absolute. It must be independent of
theology. It must never be afraid of its own legiti-
mate conclusions. It is not desirable that any truth
. in nature should be missed through fear of its being